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Children and young people born overseas
Only 7.2% of 0–17 year olds in Queensland were born 
overseas (of those with birthplace stated). New Zealand 
was the most common overseas birthplace (31.4% of all 
overseas born), followed by the United Kingdom (16.8%) 
and South Africa (7.2%) (Table 4.1).

However, a higher proportion of Queensland parents 
were born overseas, with 28.7% of dependent children 
aged under 18 having one or both parents born 
overseas(Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2007b).

Table 4.1  
Birthplace of 0–17 year olds born overseas,  
Queensland, 2006

Number Per cent

New Zealand 20,735 31.4

United Kingdom 11,115 16.8

South Africa 4787 7.2

United States of America 2023 3.1

Philippines 1877 2.8

South Korea 1703 2.6

Taiwan 1431 2.2

Papua New Guinea 1268 1.9

Japan 1175 1.8

Other country 19,994 30.2

Total 66,108 100.0
Note:	 Excludes coutries not stated or inadequately described.
Source:	 ABS, Census 2006

Language spoken at home
In 2006, 93.1% of 0–17 year olds spoke English as their 
main language at home (where language was stated). 
Languages spoken at home other than English included 
Vietnamese (7.7% of all other languages), Mandarin (7.5%) 
and Australian Indigenous languages (7.4%) (Table 4.2).

Refugees
Recently-arrived refugee children and young people in 
Australia are often typified by having:

minimal or disrupted formal schooling•	

low levels of English literacy, and•	

traumatic experiences such as extreme violence, •	
forced migration, disrupted or destroyed 
relationships, and loss of family (Refugee Health 
Research Centre, 2007).

These pre-arrival experiences affect the health and 
mental health of refugee children and young people and 
their capacity and readiness to learn and participate 
successfully at school.

In the Commission’s Submission to the Department of 
Immigration and Multicultural Affairs on Measures to 
Improve Settlement Outcomes for Humanitarian Entrants 
(2006b), the Commission recommended that:

refugee children and young people should have •	
access to ongoing support and counselling if 
required, and

early childhood issues should be included as a critical •	
area for policy consideration for services for refugee 
families with young children.

More than half of the 1464 refugee and humanitarian 
program settlers to Queensland in 2006–07 were aged 
under 20 (54.4% of the 1460 with age recorded), with 
386 aged 0–9 (26.4%) and 408 aged 10–19 (27.9%) 
(Department of Immigration and Citizenship, 2008a).

Many of the refugees were from African countries. 
Over the three-year period from 2004–05 to 2006–07, 
humanitarian settlers in Queensland included 1630 (or 
36.3%) born in Sudan, 242 (5.4%) from Afghanistan, 224 
(5.0%) from Sierra Leone and 200 (4.5%) from Tanzania.

Table 4.2  
Language other than English spoken at home,
0–17 year olds, Queensland, 2006

Number Per cent

Vietnamese 4884 7.7

Mandarin 4768 7.5

Australian Indigenous 
languages

4697 7.4

Cantonese 3664 5.8

Samoan 3577 5.6

Japanese 2678 4.2

Arabic 2139 3.4

Spanish 2076 3.3

Korean 2020 3.2

Other language 33,165 52.1

Total 63,668 100.0
Note:	 Excludes languages not stated or inadequately described.
Source:	 ABS, Census 2006




