





Suicide that period. However, rates have been increasing from

Over the period 1991-2007 the annual suicide mortality the 2002-2004 period onwards, although it is unclear
rates per 100,000 for males were often more than if these increases are due to increases in suicidal
twice those for females. In that period, suicides only behaviour, or an improved identification of suicides by
occurred in children and young people aged 10—-17, with the Commission (Commission for Children and Young
15—-17 years being the most common age bracket for People and Child Guardian, 2007a).
young people to take their own life (9.9 per 100,000 As reported in the Commission’s Child Deaths Annual
population for males in 2005-2007, 4.4 per 100,000 Report 2006—07, of the 19 suicides in 2006—07, 6
population for females). For the period 2005-2007, children were identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait
the suicide mortality rate for all children and young Islander (Commission for Children and Young People
people aged 0—17 years was 2.4 deaths per 100,000 and Child Guardian, 2007a). The rate of Indigenous
population for males and 1.1 deaths per 100,000 suicide among children and young people aged 10-17
population for females. years was seven times greater than for non-Indigenous
As there were no suicide deaths by children under 10 children (22.2 and 3.0 per 100,000 respectively). Five of
years of age, Figure 7.7 outlines the suicide mortality the six Indigenous suicides occurred among children in
trends for 10~17 year olds over the period 1991-2007. the 10-14 year age group.
Rates for females have remained relatively stable over Four of the 19 children and young people who took their
time, while for males aged 10-17 years suicides peaked own lives were known to the Department of Child Safety
in the period 1996-1998 and declined steadily after in the last three years.

Figure 7.6

Transport mortality rate® by sex, 0-17 year olds, Queensland, 1991-1993 to 2005-2007
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Figure 7.7

Suicide mortality rate® by sex, 10-17 year olds, Queensland, 1991-1993 to 2005-2007
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Note: Years stated refer to three-year rolling averages at year’s end.

a. Deaths per 100,000 population aged 10—-17 years.

Source: OESR, Deaths Collection (for deaths in the years to 2003); CCYPCG, Queensland Child Death Register
(for deaths in the years after 2003); ABS, Population by Age and Sex, Australia, cat. no. 3201.0
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