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"Is your school child-friendly?”

Where can one make?
Where can one sit?
Where can one say something?
Where can something be written,
Whispered or thought?
Where do they play ball?
Where does one play tag?
Where can one practice?
Where can one fight?
Where could I hide?
Where do they arque?
Where does one long?
Where could we touch?
Where do we see flowers?
Where do we hear the silence?
Where does one eat lunch?
Where do we smell the sea?
Am I at home?

Why do I live here?
Could T explain it?

Could someone else?

(Quoted in, Robertson, M. & Gerber, R. (2000). The child’s world: Triggers for learning. p. 87).



"Is your school child-friendly?”

CHECKLIST & QUESTIONNAIRE

Internal policies and practices

Provide examples of structures, activities and/or networks at
your school that facilitate:

[J Regular reviews of policies, procedures and practices for
their impact on children

[J A curriculum that is sensitive to community values and
standards

[J Tolerance and appreciation of cultural, socio-economic,
religious and other differences among children and their
families




[ Equal learning opportunities, and equal rights among children
regardless of gender, culture, and other perceived forms of
difference

[1 An environment where children can feel safe from violence
and bullying

[ Specific mechanisms for children to express their opinions
about their learning and school life in general




[] Opportunities for children to actively participate in
decisions that affect them

(Pre-school):

(Junior school):

(Middle school):

(Upper school):

[J Mechanisms through which children can feel free and
comfortable to voice concerns, problems, and issues in a
confidential and non-oppressive environment

[J Programs that require teachers to critically and frequently
reflect on the way they engage with children




[J A statement of children’s rights including procedures and
practices to match this statement

Physical environment

Provide examples of structures, activities and/or networks at
your school that facilitate:

[ Playgrounds, recreation and eating areas that meet the
different needs of the full range of children in your school

[] Before and after school child care facilities within the
school, or nearby areas with transport arrangements
available




Parents, Families, Communities:

Provide examples of structures, activities and/or networks at
your school that facilitate:

[J Welcoming members of the community

[J School access for after hours use by families and
community

[J Holding events that include family members




Family participation in decisions that affect them

Responding to different family types and structures and is
sensitive to their needs

Parent-teacher meetings that reflect parents' work and
other commitments

Support for children in need and their families




[J Links with community services that can work with the school
and/or offer guidance and support to families

[J Business and school partnerships




"Young people come
in different shapes and

sizes."
(Primary school student)

From: NSW Commission for Children & Y oung People (2001).
Information sheet number one: Including children and young people.
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"Is your school child-friendly?”

Queensland children’s views on child-friendly schools:

SAFETY

A "safe environment [where there are] no accidents like snake
bites

Safety from human pests as well.”

LOCATION

"Location is important..

Not so it takes half an hour to get to school.”

SIZE
A "small school - not crowded - small area

Around a sq kilometre...Between 200 - 1000 kids.. Around 300
people - we knew everybody, got used to 5 or so friends and
Just knew everybody else...In a big school [there are] lots of
people you can associate with - easier to have lots of friends.”

POPULATION & GENDER

Schools "should be mixed schools..Glad not just boys or girls
schools - can meet new people..Don’t particularly like specific
gender schools because of stereotype girl germs / boy
germs...People enjoy it more mixed- if [they] don't, [they] might
not know how to associate with other gender..

Boyfriend|[s] [and] gir/friend[s] start late Grade 5...
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Better to be mixed in primary school because it comes up when
you are older...”

MALE TEACHERS

‘Male teachers understand boys better - [they've] grown up as
a boy...Understand boy behaviour better - Male teachers know
that boys have to mix with girls..”

ESTEEM

It's "important not fo be shamed in front of other people.”
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"Is your school child-friendly?”

Read and reflect on participation levels of students in your school:

Levels of
Participation

Openings>Oppor tunities>Obligations

0 Areyou ready Is there a procedure Isit apolicy
- to share some that enables children requirement
56\?\/2' (;IL%n share of your adult and adults to share that children
b ibilities f » power with power and and adults share
r&‘PO,“S' | 't'?s or children? responsibility for power and
decision making. decisions? responsibility
for decisions?
. Areyou ready Istherea Isit apolicy
.4' CTI ledcze.n ae tolet children procedure that requirement that
Idnvq v ::]]ak joinin your enables children to children must be
ecison- Ing decision- joinin decision- involved in
processes? making making processes? decision-making
processes? processes?
This point isthe minimum you /1.
must achieve if you endorse the
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
. . Areyou ready to Does your decision Isit apolicy
3. Chlldrgn SVIEWS take children's making process requirement that
aretaken into viewsinto enable you to take children’s views
account. account? children’s views must be given due
into account? weight in decision-
making?
|
2. Children are Areyou ready to Do you havea Isit apolicy
ted in : . requirement
Support . support children range of ideas that children
expressing their in expressing - and activities to must be
views. their views? help chi Itﬂrm supported in
Q(pre;s ar expressing their
views: views?
1.Children are i ; ‘
' Do you work in a Sitapalicy
stened to. Are you rei_ady to Wayythal enables requirement
___—P| listento children? ou to listen to that children
START HERE yo <b
children? must be
listened to?
Pathwaysto Participation
From: Shier, H. (2001). Pathwaysto participation: Openings, opportunitiesand obligations. Children & society, 15, p.111. 13
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Hart's Ladder of Participation

8.
Child-initiated, shared decisions
with adults
7 S
Child-initiated and directed *g
. S
Adult-initiated, shared decisions g
with children Y
o
n
5. 8
Consulted and informed S
O
4, =
Assigned but informed

3.
Tokenism _5
g
2. . S
Decoration B
©
o
1. -
- - O
Manipulation >

Hart, R. (1992). Children’s participation: From tokenism to citizenship, Innocenti Essays No. 4, Florence: UNICEF.
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"Is your school child-friendly?”

Based on Hart's Ladder, note and discuss contexts and locations where:

« Children are consulted and informed about decisions,
events, and activities (level 5)

« Adults initiate decisions and share them with
children (level 6)

- Children initiate and direct their own participation in
decision-making (level 7)

« Children initiate decisions and share them with
adults (level 8)
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Rules of Motivation

The Rules Why People How They Are
Behave Involved
What gets rewarded Extrinsic reasons Calculated Involvement
gets done

(they stay involved as
long as they like the

deal)
What is rewarding gets Intrinsic reasons Intrinsic Involvement
done
(they stay involved
without supervision)
What is thought to be Felt duties and Moral Involvement
good gets done obligations

(they stay involved
without supervision and
even when rewards are

not available)

From: Sergiovanni, T. (1996). Leadership in the schoolhouse: How is it different? Why is it important?
San Francisco: Jossey Press, p. 165.
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"Is your school child-friendly?”

For your reflection:

1. How do you envisage a ‘community of interest’ in your

school? (eg. Does it involve establishing or increasing family and
health services and social worker visits to your school? Does it involve
your local services club supplying breakfast to students at your

school?)

2. As a principal, how can you become more involved in providing
an effective integrated service delivery to ensure your school

is child-friendly?
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"Children have the right
to express their views
freely in all matters
that affect them and
their views must be
given due weight.”

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(Article 12)
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